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DAY SIXTEEN 

Daily Bible Reading: Jeremiah 29:11-13 - "For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you. **And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.** 

Today, I want to change things up a little bit. It's going to be very different from a 
typical devotional that I've done so far on here. But, the more I prayed, and the more I 
studied, the more I felt the Lord telling me I need to do this. I've fought Him, and I've 
told Him I don't understand, but I need to trust Him in all things, even when I don't 
think it makes sense. 

I want to share with you my testimony. I want to share the real change Christ made in 
me. I pray that you will not judge me for anything I'm about to say, but that you will 
love me and see how far HE has brought me. 

I grew up in a wonderful Christian home. I had a mom and a dad who loved Jesus and 
had a real desire to tell others about him. I spent the first 11 years of my life traveling 
in a big old motor home visiting churches and listening to them sing. I had more 
opportunities to hear about Jesus than most Christians who have been saved for 50 
years. 

You would think this would make me the perfect child, right? Hahahahaha. Far from it. 
In fact, I was the exact opposite of perfect. Sure, I knew how to behave in public. I 
could fool even the best Christians. My teachers loved me. Adults in the church thought 
I was such a wonderful girl who had a heart for Jesus. Even my classmates and best 
friends thought I was saved and doing everything I could for Christ. Not one of them 
knew it was all a lie. I could memorize and quote scripture like nothing else. I was in 
church every time the doors were open. I was never in trouble at school during my 
younger years. (High school was a different story. Sigh. Rebellion set in, and I faced it 
head on.) 

At 18 years old, I ended up pregnant. The guy I was with was supposed to love me 
forever. That boy called me one afternoon and asked me to get ready to go out. I 
honestly thought he was going to ask me to marry him. Instead, he drove me to an 
abortion clinic and wanted to get rid of the "problem." (He was a "good" Catholic boy. 
They weren't supposed to make mistakes like this.) I remember telling him he could 
take me home, or I could call my Daddy and HE could take me home. He drove me as 
far as the grocery store near my house. We fought some more, and I ended up 
punching him and telling him I never wanted to see him again, and then I walked 
home. We still saw each other a few times, but it was because I couldn't let go - not 
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him. I called him the night I went into labor, and he never showed up. I knew then that 
I would be doing this all alone. 

Fast forward a few years, and I had moved back to Ohio and gotten engaged to the 
"perfect" guy. I guess he figured out I wasn't the perfect girl, so our engagement 
ended abruptly. Even though I was still in church every Sunday, I started falling farther 
and farther away from what I knew was right. I was heartbroken, angry, and looking 
for someone to love me, flaws and all. 

I was working at a law firm at the time, and one of the lawyers had his eye on me. He 
always knew what to say to make me feel beautiful. He treated me better than any man 
ever had before. I fell into a LOT of sin. Because of the sin consuming my life, I became 
depressed. I quit my job at the law firm and started working at a daycare. (No men 
worked at daycare!) I fell deeper and deeper into depression. I lost a ton of weight and 
dropped to 90 pounds. I was looking for something, anything to fill the void I felt in my 
heart, but I was just empty. 

The entire time this was going on, I was still going to church. I had started attending a 
College & Career Class, and it was there I met the man who would become my 
husband. He just assumed I was a good Christian girl. I made better choices with him, 
and was careful to keep myself pure with him. I wanted so desperately to be the girl he 
thought I was. He knew of my past, and he loved me anyway. I wanted to be worthy to 
deserve his love and show him I was the "changed" girl he married. But, when that 
change is only on the outside, and not deep down, it wears off quickly. 

The first 5 years of our marriage, we faced many, many battles. I won't go into them, 
but I honestly did not think our marriage was going to make it, and I had just given 
birth to baby #4. Some of our issues were his fault, but I was not free from blame. By 
any means. We moved to Georgia to try to get away from everything and focus more 
on us and our marriage. I see now that this was exactly what God had to do to get me 
where I needed to be. 

We started going to the church my grandparents went to, and it was the best place I 
could have ever been. Over the next few months, God started knocking on my heart. 
Every service, I was convicted. We were there every time the doors were open, and 
every time, I'd come under conviction. I'd tell myself, "Everyone thinks you're already 
saved! You can't show them it's all been a lie for all these years. What will people say 
about you?" Oh, how I fought it! I was supposed to be saved. I knew I wasn't, but no 
one else knew that. I could just quietly ask Christ into my heart, and no one would ever 
have to know. 

But that's not what God wanted. He expects more of us. Sometimes, He takes us 
completely out of our comfort zone. We moved to Georgia in September 2007, and on 
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April 20, 2008, in the Sunday evening service, I couldn't stand it any longer. I don't 
remember anything the preacher preached that night, I just remember praying, "Lord, 
just let him start the invitation so I can make this right." 

On the first note of the piano music being played, I got up from my seat in the back 
and flew down the center aisle. I threw myself on the altar, just sobbing. Gene had 
followed after me, and Brother Tim (our associate pastor) asked me what I needed. 
Through tears, I sobbed, "I'm not saved. I need to be saved. Please, help me get 
saved." 

I'm pretty sure I shocked everyone in the congregation that night, but none more than 
my husband. All those years I had lived a lie, and he never even knew it. He knew of 
my past, but He loved me anyway. Just like my Savior. Christ knew everything I had 
done, and He died on the cross for me anyway. He knew that I would reject Him for 
years and years, and He was beaten and bled for me anyway. He knew how unworthy I 
would be, and yet He loved me enough to give His life for me. And, here I was, for 
years, unwilling to admit I was in need of a Savior. Why did I wait so long? All those 
years, wasted. I could have brought souls into His kingdom, and I didn't. I was too 
consumed with myself and what I wanted - not Who I needed. 

Now that I am really, truly, life-changing-ly saved, I am still not perfect. Heavens. I 
mess up every.single.day. I fail Him so much more than I ever want to admit. But, not 
like I used to. That old man is gone, and has been replaced with someone who will one 
day wear a robe of white in heaven. My marriage is better. My friendships are better. 
My relationship with Christ is growing stronger every day. I try to live my life by the 
verse I mentioned above: that I will seek Him and find Him - when I search for Him 
with ALL my heart. I must crucify the old man daily. Old habits are hard to break, but 
they CAN be broken. We can be made new IN HIM. He can take the most unworthy 
sinner (ME!!!) and make them someone who wants to spread the gospel to anyone who 
will listen. 

Now, I spend my days trying to find ways to serve Him. Even in the past few months, 
I've made more and more changes, and I'm working on the importance of training my 
children to have a desire to serve Him as well. Christ is what consumes me, gives me 
breath, and helps me get through every day. I can't do anything without Him. Not 
anything. 

I don't know where you are in your Christian walk, but if you don't have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, I want to help you find that. Maybe this study will help 
you, maybe not. If it does, Praise Jesus! That's my entire goal in even starting this 
study: to see a change in your life in Christ. If it doesn't help you, please find 
something that will. Talk to me, talk to your pastor, talk to someone who can help you 
find Jesus and encourage you to grow in Him. 
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I know this has been long. I am so ashamed of the person that I was. But, I am SO 
thankful that I don't have to live that lie anymore! Blessed that I can live my life in HIM 
and be the new creature He promised I could be. 

******************************************** 

Daily Questions:  

1. Do you have a life verse? (A verse in the Bible you try to pattern your life after, or 
one that you turn to often?) Write it down, and if you haven't already, commit it to 
memory. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. If you are a child of Christ, write down your testimony. It may not be as long as 
mine, but it's important that you have record of the day you accepted Christ as your 
Savior. If you haven't trusted Him as your Savior, and you want to know more, please 
reach out to someone. You can email me at angie{@}blessedbeyondwords{dot}com or 
find your pastor or trusted friend who can show you the way to Christ. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Today's Task: 

Exercise at least 30 minutes and drink 8 glasses of water. Write here what you did. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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